
From experience exchange to action
Green Public Procurement driving change in Europe

© ICLEI 2013

Simon Clement
Project Coordinator
Sustainable Procurement Team
ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability

From experience exchange to action
Green Public Procurement driving change in Europe

www.iclei.org

Local Governments for Sustainability



What is a sustainable product
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What is Sustainable Public Procurement?

European Commission – Green public procurement (GPP): 
� “a process whereby public authorities seek to procure goods, � “a process whereby public authorities seek to procure goods, 

services and works with a reduced environmental impact throughout 
their life cycle when compared to goods, services and works with 
the same primary function that would otherwise be procured.”

Sustainable public procurement (SPP):
� Additionally consider the external social and economic impacts of 

your procurement actions
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SPP - examples

� Buying energy efficient computers, meeting the Energy Star 
requirement

� Demanding catering companies serve organic food and fair 
trade coffee

� Setting strict energy performance standards for new buildings 
and major renovations
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� Using service providers who employ disadvantaged people

� Buying green electricity, produced by renewable sources

Buying energy efficient computers, meeting the Energy Star 

Demanding catering companies serve organic food and fair 

Setting strict energy performance standards for new buildings 
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Using service providers who employ disadvantaged people

Buying green electricity, produced by renewable sources



Why apply SPP?

� Reduce CO 2 emissions – buy energy efficient 
solutions

� Improve air & water quality, reduce waste 
generation

� Save money – meet your needs more efficiently. 
Consider the real costs over the life cycle
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� Drive innovation – encourage businesses in your 
region to develop new, innovative products and 
services, and compete internationally

buy energy efficient 

Improve air & water quality, reduce waste 

meet your needs more efficiently. 
Consider the real costs over the life cycle
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encourage businesses in your 
region to develop new, innovative products and 
services, and compete internationally



Does it work? A small selection...

� City of Vienna: saved €44.4 million and over 100,000 
tonnes of CO2 emissions between 2004 and 2007 
through its EcoBuy (Ökokauf) programmethrough its EcoBuy (Ökokauf) programme

� City of Barcelona: in 2010 spent 
products and €92 million on “greened” services (e.g. 
lighting, fountain maintenance)

� City of Rome: 69% of the 144,000 meals served by the 
city each day contain organic food
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city each day contain organic food

� Town of Venelles, France (Pop. 8,100): 
cleaning products purchased are eco
biodegradable

For more examples: www.sustainable
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Town of Venelles, France (Pop. 8,100): A majority of 
cleaning products purchased are eco-labelled and fully 

www.sustainable-procurement.org/about-spp/spp-in-action/



What help is available?

� European Commission: Buying Green! Handbook, second 
edition 2011 (Portuguese summary available):
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/buying_handbook_en.htmhttp://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/buying_handbook_en.htm

� European GPP criteria for 19 product and service groups 
(available in Portuguese):
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm

� Procura+ Manual – A guide to cost effective sustainable public 
procurement:
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http://www.procuraplus.org/en/about
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A guide to cost effective sustainable public 
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The Procura+ Sustainable Procurement Campaign

Procura+ supports public authorities in Procura supports public authorities in 
implementing sustainable procurement, 
promotes their achievements and fosters 
exchange on good practice from public 
procurers and experts internationally. 
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ICLEI – the SPP programmes

� ICLEI’s Global Sustainable Procurement 
Capacity Centre

� Sustainable Procurement Resource 
Centre: www.sustainable-procurement.org

� Sustainable Procurement Forum: 
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� Sustainable Procurement Forum: 
https://procurement-forum.eu

ICLEI’s Global Sustainable Procurement 

Sustainable Procurement Resource 
procurement.org

Sustainable Procurement Forum: 

www.iclei.org

Sustainable Procurement Forum: 
forum.eu



EcoProcura Conference Series
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www.ecoprocura.eu | save the date: 24

EcoProcura Conference Series
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| save the date: 24-26 September 2014, Ghent, Belgium



GPP 2020 aims to mainstream low- carbon public procurement 
across Europe in support of the European Commission ’s goals to 
achieve a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions , a 20% achieve a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions , a 20% 
increase in the share of renewable energy and a 20%  increase in 
energy efficiency by 2020.

• More than 100 GPP tenders for energy related products, services and 
works carried out (investments: about 3,500 Mio. EUR, CO
to 1 Mio. tons CO2e 

• 13 train the trainer seminars and 36 training
reaching 700 participants
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reaching 700 participants
• Permanent GPP support functions (e.g. helpdesks

established or supported

carbon public procurement 
across Europe in support of the European Commission ’s goals to 
achieve a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions , a 20% 

www.gpp2020.eu

info@gpp2020.eu

achieve a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions , a 20% 
increase in the share of renewable energy and a 20%  increase in 

GPP tenders for energy related products, services and 
works carried out (investments: about 3,500 Mio. EUR, CO2-savings: close 

training seminars for procurers

www.iclei.org

helpdesks) in eight countries 



Thanks for your attention!
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